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Name: 

Read each sentence. Underline the word that is weak for the 
given context. On the line, write a word with a similar meaning 
that is more intense.

more intense

less intense

Read each sentence. Underline the word that is too intense for the given context.  
On the line, write a word with a similar meaning that is less intense.

1. The big cruise ship fits around 7,000 people  
at full capacity.

______________________________

2. Last week was chilly; the town hit a record  
twenty degrees below zero!

______________________________ 

3. When the Beltrans’ dog passed away,  
they were completely sad.

______________________________ 

4. My clothes were wet after I got stuck  
in a downpour my whole walk home.

______________________________

5. A construction crew damaged the mall  
so they could build something new.

______________________________

6. Dad was ecstatic we had enough food  
for everyone at the party.

______________________________

7. Atreus told a hilarious joke that had  
several people chuckling.

______________________________ 

8. Mylah drummed a soft, relentless beat  
on her thigh while she waited.

______________________________ 

9. I was a bit furious to learn this coupon expired, 
but I quickly got over it.

______________________________

10. Kayden inhaled his food slowly, enjoying  
every delicious bite.

______________________________

Shades of Meaning: Intensity
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Shades of Meaning: Intensity
ANSWER KEY

freezing

funny

demolished

ate

enormous

happy

Answers may vary. Examples are given.

Answers may vary. Examples are given.

devastated

steady

soaked

upset


