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Context clues are hints in nearby words or sentences that help you guess the meaning
of an unknown word or phrase. There are five main kinds.

definition — a clear and direct explanation of the word
There are many ways to communicate, or share information.

example — one or more examples of the word
You can communicate through writing, art, body language, and more.

antonym - use of a word or phrase with the opposite meaning
Marina keeps her thoughts inside, but Rio communicates well.

Hint: Look for words that show contrast, such as buf and although.

synonym — use of a word or phrase with a similar meaning

Preview

Please log in fo download
the printable version of this worksheet.

Use the kind of context clue listed to write 1-2 sentences hinting at the meaning of the word.
You may change word tenses or forms as needed.

Definition

1. oriole — small songbird with bright feathers

2. immortal - not able to die; living forever
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Example

3. absorbent - able to take in and hold something, especially water

4. enormous - very large

Antonym

5. fierce — mean; violent and intense

Preview

Please log in fo download
the printable version of this worksheet.

7. inquire —to ask

8. terrify — to greatly scare

Inference

9. prune —to trim or cut down extra parts
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ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary. Examples are given.
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Example

3. absorbent - able to take in and hold something, especially water
We could really use something absorbent, like a sponge or towel

ITIMTETETICT

9. prune —to trim or cut down extra parts

The bushes are starting to grow too big, so we'll need to prune them soon.
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