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Y
ou may have heard of the TitanicTitanic. 
It was a very big ship that sank long 

ago. But do you know what made it so 
special? 

TitanicTitanic was one of three sister ships 
alongside the Olympic and Britannic. 
These ships were the biggest the world 
had seen yet. They were also meant to 
be the fanciest and most comfortable. 

Workers in Belfast, Ireland started 
building TitanicTitanic in 1909. When finished in 
April 1912, it was almost 883 feet (about 
269 meters) long. That’s almost as long 
as three football fields! It was as tall as 
an 11-story building. It weighed more 
than 8,000 elephants. Each day, the ship 
burned about 660 tons of coal. There 
were teams of workers called stokers. 
They shoveled coal into giant furnaces 
all day and night. That tough work was  
necessary to keep the huge ship  
moving. 

On April 10, 1912, TitanicTitanic sailed for 
the first—and last—time. It left England 
for New York City. It stopped in France, 
then Ireland. It had to pick up more 

passengers before crossing the ocean. 

TitanicTitanic was like a floating hotel. It  
had a swimming pool, a gym, and a 
Turkish bath. It had fancy dining rooms 
and lounges. A live band played  
music too. It even had elevators to 
move between decks. Three were for 
first-class passengers. Another was for 
second-class passengers. 

More than 2,200 people were aboard 
TitanicTitanic. Many rich passengers stayed 
in fancy rooms. Poorer passengers had 
smaller rooms. Many people were going 
to America to start a new life. 

The TitanicTitanic was an amazing ship. 
Many people remember it today for its 
deadly sinking. But we can learn much 
more from TitanicTitanic than that. It showed 
us how exciting travel was in the early 
1900s. It also showed us that humans 
always work to improve what we build. 
We work to make the next biggest, best 
thing!

Olympic  
and Titanic,  
right
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1.	 How many passenger elevators did TitanicTitanic have?

		  a. 3	 b. 4
		  c. 6	 d. 11

2.	 Which must be true about stokers?

		  a. They are lazy.	 b. They swim well.
		  c. They are hard workers.	 d. They only work on ships.

3.	 Describe TitanicTitanic’s size using at least three details from the text.

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 What are two things a rich passenger on TitanicTitanic could do for fun?

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 The TitanicTitanic was named after titans, which come from Greek stories.  
	 Based on the information in the article, what is likely true about titans?

		  a. They are great and strong.
		  b. They are rich and small.
		  c. They are poor and kind. 
		  d. They are cold and sleepy.

6.	 What was the author’s main purpose?

		  a. to tell the story of the TitanicTitanic’s first trip
		  b. to tell what made TitanicTitanic so special and worth remebering
		  c. to tell why TitanicTitanic was the greatest ship of all time 
		  d. to tell why ships that big and fancy aren’t made anymore
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Titan of the Seas
Fill in the missing letters to make a vocabulary word from  
the article. Then write the full word on the line.  
Be sure you spell each word correctly.

	 1.	 ___ a ___ c ___ ___ s t 

	 	 clue: most showy; least plain

	 2. 	 ___ o t ___ ___  

	 	 clue: building with many rooms to stay in, especially while on a trip

	 3. 	 f ___ ___ n a ___ e s  	  

	 	 clue: used to make heat and power

	 4. 	 n ___ ___ e s ___ ___ r y 	   

		  clue: needed

	 5. 	 ___ l ___ v ___ ___ o r s  

	 	 clue: used to move people up and down

	 6. 	 p a s ___ ___ n ___ ___ ___ s 

	 	 clue: people aboard a ship, plane, or car

	 7. 	 l ___ ___ ___ ___ e 

	 	 clue: room with comfy furniture to hang out in

	 8. 	 a ___ ___ ___ i n g 

	 	 clue: causing great wonder

	 9. 	 ___ t ___ ___ e r s 

	 	 clue: people who keep furnaces burning

	10. 	 ___ m ___ r ___ ___ e 

	 	 clue: to make better
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Titanic’s first class  
stateroom
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In the article, “TitanicTitanic: Titan of the Seas,” you learned that TitanicTitanic was the world’s  
biggest and fanciest ship when it set sail.
With an adult’s permission, use the internet to look up cruise ships that sail today.  
Compare them to TitanicTitanic. Think about their size, how many people they carry, and 
what activities they have. On the back of this page, write the address(es) for the  
website(s) you used for your research.
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1.	 How many passenger elevators did TitanicTitanic have?

		  a. 3	 b. 4
		  c. 6	 d. 11

2.	 Which must be true about stokers?

		  a. They are lazy.	 b. They swim well.
		  c. They are hard workers.	 d. They only work on ships.

3.	 Describe TitanicTitanic’s size using at least three details from the text.

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 What are two things a rich passenger on TitanicTitanic could do for fun?

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 The TitanicTitanic was named after titans, which come from Greek stories.  
	 Based on the information in the article, what is likely true about titans?

		  a. They are great and strong.
		  b. They are rich and small.
		  c. They are poor and kind. 
		  d. They are cold and sleepy.

6.	 What was the author’s main purpose?

		  a. to tell the story of the TitanicTitanic’s first trip
		  b. to tell what made Titanic so special and worth remebering
		  c. to tell why TitanicTitanic was the greatest ship of all time 
		  d. to tell why ships that big and fancy aren’t made anymore
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ANSWER KEY

Answers will vary. Accept: swim, go to the gym, use the Turkish bath, listen to music, 

eat a fancy meal, or hang out in a fancy lounge.

Answers will vary. Details include: 883 feet (269 meters) long; 11 stories tall; equal to 

8,000 elephants in weight; 660 tons of coal needed daily to move; fit a swimming 

pool, gym, and elevators; and fit over 2,200 people.
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