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D id you know the United States has a national cemetery 
system? There are 164 national cemeteries in all. The U.S. 

Army runs two. One of them is in Arlington, Virginia. 
Arlington National Cemetery spans 639 acres (about 1 square mile; 2.6 square  

kilometers). About 400,000 people are buried there, including Presidents Taft and  
Kennedy. Most graves have identical white marble headstones. 

The first soldier was buried in the cemetery on May 13, 1864. It was named a  
national cemetery on June 15, 1864. That was during the American Civil War. Now  
there are soldiers from as far back as the American Revolution there too.

One of the most famous spots in the cemetery is the Tomb of the Unknown Solider.  
It honors all soldiers, but especially those who died whose names we don’t know. It was 
built after World War I. Currently three unknown soldiers from different wars are kept 
there. It has been guarded nonstop since July 2, 1937.

1. In what year and during which important historical event was  
 Arlington National Cemetery established?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which U.S. presidents are buried in Arlington National Cemetery?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

3. How many national cemeteries does the U.S. Army run?  ________________

4. Which of the following is a synonym for identicalidentical?

 a. expensive b. same c. gorgeous d. sturdy

5. What is the purpose of the Tomb of the Unknown Solider? Why do you think it always  
 has guards?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

Arlington  
National Cemetery
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ANSWER KEY

Arlington National Cemetery was established in 1864, during the  
American Civil War. 

Presidents Taft and Kennedy

2

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was built to honor all soldiers,  
but especially those who died whose names we don’t know.   
Answers for the second part will vary.


