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M ount Fuji is one of the most well-known places in 
the world. This 12,389-foot (3,776-meter) mountain is 

the tallest in Japan. It’s also a volcano. It’s something called 
a stratovolcano. That means it’s made of many layers of hard 
lava. Mount Fuji’s layers make a nearly perfect cone. Mount Fuji 
is an active volcano, but it hasn’t erupted since 1707–1708.

There are many paintings, poems, and stories about Mount Fuji. In 2013, Mount Fuji 
was named a World Heritage site. People come from all over the world to climb it and 
take pictures. It’s even been photographed from space! Mt. Fuji is almost always shown 
with snow on its peak. However, it’s really only snowy about five months a year.

1.	In what country is Mt. Fuji located?	 _________________________

2.	Which of the following is true about Mt. Fuji?

	 a. It will likely never erupt again.	 b. It can’t be seen from space.
	 c. It last erupted more than 300 years ago.	 d. It is lopsided.

3.	Mt. Fuji is almost always shown as snow-covered. Why is this interesting?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	What is a stratovolcano? 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.	Name two popular things to do at Mt. Fuji.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

6.	Why do you think Mt. Fuji was named a World Heritage site? 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

climb and take pictures

A stratovolcano is a volcano made of many layers of hard lava.

It’s interesting because Mt. Fuji is only snow-covered five months a year.

Japan

Answers will vary. 


