Name:

Elizabeth Blackwell

lizabeth Blackwell was born on February 3, 1821 in

England. Her family moved to the United States when
she was 11 years old. When Elizabeth was about 20 years
old, her friend got very sick. All of her doctors were men. Her
friend told her that she wanted a woman doctor. This inspired
Elizabeth to become a doctor.

She applied to many medical schools. The schools did not take women. Elizabeth
did not get discouraged. Instead, she observed doctors in Pennsylvania and learned
from them. In 1847 Elizabeth was finally accepted to a college in Geneva, New York.
She went to medical school at Geneva Medical College. She was the first woman to go
to this medical school. She graduated two years later at the top of her class.
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2. Where did Elizabeth Blackwell go to medical school? What year did she graduate?

3. What is the best meaning of observed, as it is used in the article?

a. celebrated b. watched carefully
c.remarked d. noticed

4. What is the author’s purpose for writing this article?

a. to persuade the reader to go to medical school

b. to persuade the reader that women can be doctors

c. to inform the reader about the challenges of medical school

d. to inform the reader about the first woman doctor in the United States
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ANSWER KEY

Elizabeth Blackwell

lizabeth Blackwell was born on February 3, 1821 in

England. Her family moved to the United States when
she was 11 years old. When Elizabeth was about 20 years
old, her friend got very sick. All of her doctors were men. Her
friend told her that she wanted a woman doctor. This inspired
Elizabeth to become a doctor.

She applied to many medical schools. The schools did not take women. Elizabeth
did not get discouraged. Instead, she observed doctors in Pennsylvania and learned
from them. In 1847 Elizabeth was finally accepted to a college in Geneva, New York.
She went to medical school at Geneva Medical College. She was the first woman to go
to this medical school. She graduated two years later at the top of her class.
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