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O ne of the most famous buildings in the world is 
the Parthenon. Even if you didn’t know its name, 

you’ve likely seen it. You may have even seen small ones 
in fish tanks!

The Parthenon is in Athens, Greece. It was built in the 
same spot another building was in. The one we know today 
was built between 447–432 B.C.E. The city built it for the war goddess Athena. They 
had won a battle against the Persians. 

The Parthenon is about 228 feet long and 101 feet wide (about 69 meters by 31 
meters). The 46 outside columns were about 34 feet (10 meters) tall. The columns once 
held up a pointed roof. The first roof was lost to a fire. It was later fixed. The second 
roof was blown up in battle in 1687.

The Parthenon

1. Where is the Parthenon? Tell the city and country.

 __________________________________________________________________________________

2. About how long did the Parthenon take to build?  _______________________ 

3. Which of the following is most similar to a column?

 a. roof b. window
 c. pole d. door

4. What is true about the Parthenon?

 a. It was built for the Persians. b. Its roof was flat.
 c. It had 46 inside columns. d. It had two different roofs.

5. Why do you think some people put a small Parthenon in their fish tanks?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

15 years

Answers will vary. Examples are: It’s a famous building. // It’s very open,  

so it’s easy for fish to swim through. 

Athens, Greece


