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West Virginia had no national parks for a long time. It 
added its first one in 2020. The name of the park fits well. 

It’s called New River Gorge National Park.

The name fits the park, but it’s funny for the land. The New River flows at the bottom 
of a gorge. The river is thought to be around 260–325 million years old. That means only 
a few rivers in the world are older. It makes sense, though. The gorge cuts more than 
1,000 feet (300 meters) into the oldest mountains in the country: the Appalachians. The 
river would have to be very old too!

Are you a daredevil? You can whitewater raft there. Are you a daredevil who likes 
to stay dry? You can rock climb instead. If you don’t like danger, you can walk around 
and see the sights. New River Gorge National Park has everything from forests to cliffs, 
wetlands to underground caves. It has something for everyone!

1.	Why does the author say New River Gorge National Park’s name is both  
	 fitting and funny?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	Which of the following is most similar to a gorge?

	 a. canyon	 b. mountain	 c. river	 d. forest

3.	About how old is the New River? Is this common for rivers?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	What are daredevils? What’s one activity they might enjoy at the park?

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

New River Gorge 
National Park
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ANSWER KEY

It’s about 260–325 million years old. It is not common for rivers.

Daredevils are people who like danger. They might enjoy whitewater rafting OR 

rock climbing. (Accept either activity.)

The author says the name is fitting because the park is new. It’s funny because 

the river and gorge are very old.


