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T he United States has 154 national forests. El Yunque is  
the only rainforest. If you want to visit, plan a trip to the 

northeastern corner of Puerto Rico. 

The forest is named after a mountain, El Yunque (YOON-kay). At about 3,540 feet 
(1,080 meters), it is not the tallest in the forest. It is the most important, though. The first 
Puerto Ricans said it was the throne of a god!

El Yunque stretches about 44 square miles (115 square kilometers). Throughout the 
year, temperatures mostly stay between 58–80°F (15–26°C). It never drops below 40°F 
(4°C). It also rains all year. It often rains about 120 inches (10 feet; 3 meters) per year, 
but sometimes more than 240 inches (20 feet; 6 meters). Some say it even rains frogs! 
Coquí tree frogs will jump to get away from predators. Watch out below!

1. What fraction of U.S. national forests are rainforests? ______________________________

2. How large is El Yunque National Forest?  ______________________________

3. Which image shows the correct location of El Yunque National Forest?

 a. b. c.

4. What are two things that might rain down on you there?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

5. A throne is a kind of what?

 a. table b. bed c. office d. chair

6. Does it ever snow in El Yunque National Forest? Support your answer using a piece  
 of evidence from the text.

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

El Yunque 
National Forest
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ANSWER KEY

water and coquís/tree frogs

44 square miles (115 square kilometers) 

Accept either: No, because it stays above 40°F (4°C) all year. 

No, because if it rains all year, that means it’s not snowing.


