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Craighead Caverns

here's a neat landmark in southeast Tennessee. The

Craighead Caverns only look like a small opening from
outside. If you follow the opening inside, you'll find many
huge “rooms.”

People used the caves in many ways over the years. The
Cherokee used them for meetings. Settlers used their cool air like a fridge for food.
Others mined them to make gunpowder. Today, we enjoy their beauty.

Deep inside Craighead Caverns is the Lost Sea. We first found it in 1905. It's the
biggest underground lake in North America that's not below a glacier. The lake
surface is about 800 feet by 220 feet (240 meters by 67 meters). It gets shallower during
dry Tlmes—some’rlmes up to 28 feet (8.5 meters) shallower! It's still the second-biggest

aarld Onhvy Dravnon's Rroanth Cove in Nloomihiny Africn ic hinnier
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3. In which countries and continents are the world’s largest and second-largest
non-glacial underground lakes located?

Largest:

Second Largest:

4. Which of the following describes a glacier?
a. a sheet of ice b. an ocean c. a cold lake

5. Which is not a way people have used Craighead Caverns?
a. to mine b. to store food c. to go fishing
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ANSWER KEY

Craighead Caverns

here's a neat landmark in southeast Tennessee. The

Craighead Caverns only look like a small opening from
outside. If you follow the opening inside, you'll find many
huge “rooms.”

People used the caves in many ways over the years. The
Cherokee used them for meetings. Settlers used their cool air like a fridge for food.
Others mined them to make gunpowder. Today, we enjoy their beauty.

Deep inside Craighead Caverns is the Lost Sea. We first found it in 1905. It's the
biggest underground lake in North America that's not below a glacier. The lake
surface is about 800 feet by 220 feet (240 meters by 67 meters). It gets shallower during
dry fimes—sometimes up to 28 feet (8.5 meters) shallower! It's still the second-biggest
lake of its kind in the world. Only Dragon’s Breath Cave in Namibia, Africa is bigger.
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