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1.	 Using your inference skills, why doesn’t  
	 Nya argue with her mother when she’s  
	 asked to take Akeer to the pond in  
	 chapter 4? Why might this be  
	 inconvenient for Nya?

		  a. In Sudanese culture, children  
			   are expected to respect and  
			   obey their elders. It’s  
			   inconvenient because Akeer is  
			   only five and will likely slow Nya  
			   down on the long walk.

		  b. Nya is too exhausted to argue  
			   with her mother. It is  
			   inconvenient because Akeer  
			   is sick and will make the trip even  
			   harder.

		  c. Girls in Nya’s culture can’t speak unless a male tribal leader allows it. It is  
			   inconvenient because Akeer already went to the pond today and will be  
			   too tired.

		  d. Nya doesn’t speak the same language as her mother. It is inconvenient because  
			   Akeer is older and will probably try to take charge.

2.	 From chapters 4 to 5, how does the mood change based on Salva’s experiences?

		  a. The mood shifts from anxious to fearful as Salva worries about his family and  
			   then faces rebel soldiers.

		  b. The mood shifts from hopeless to hopeful as Salva feels desperate from hunger,  
			   but then the group finds honey to eat.

		  c. The mood shifts from hopeful to sad as Salva finds food but then learns his father  
			   has died.

		  d. The mood shifts from anger to hope as Salva is exiled from the group, but then he  
			   meets Buksa.
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3.	 In chapter 5, what is the primary challenge Nya faces when gathering water?

		  a. The water is heavy, and she struggles to carry it back.

		  b. The water is dirty, and Nya doesn’t like the taste.  

		  c. The water is drying up, making it take a long time to collect. 

		  d. The water is hot, making it easier for Nya to become dehydrated.

4.	 Using inference skills, how does meeting Marial make Salva’s journey a little more  
	 positive?

		  a. Marial protects Salva from lions and hyenas.

		  b. Marial gives Salva a sense of home and comfort because he is also from  
			   Loun-Ariik. 

		  c. Marial is good at finding food and gathering water. 

		  d. Having a friend to walk with makes the journey easier and more enjoyable.

5.	 Why does Salva’s emotional reaction to finding his uncle in chapter 6 show both  
	 hope and disappointment? What does this reveal about his character and situation?

		  a. Even though Uncle gives Salva a sense of safety and leadership, Salva is crushed  
			   to learn that Uncle has no news of his family, showing Salva’s deep desire for his  
			   family.

		  b. Although Uncle brings food and water, Salva feels guilty that his uncle has to  
			   take care of him, showing his sense of responsibility.

		  c. Seeing Uncle reminds Salva of home, but Uncle tells him they are turning back  
			   toward the fighting, showing Salva’s growing fear.

		  d. Uncle offers Salva encouragement, but soon after, the group is attacked by  
			   soldiers, showing Salva’s constant state of danger.
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6.	 What deeper reason explains why Uncle becomes the leader of the group?  
	 How does this impact Salva’s journey?

	 	 a. Uncle’s military background and gun make others trust him, and his calm  
			   leadership helps Salva feel protected and hopeful despite the dangers.

		  b. Uncle’s strength and size intimidate the others, forcing them to follow his orders  
			   even when they disagree, which makes Salva feel uneasy.

		  c. Uncle is the only one who knows the path ahead, but his selfish focus on his own  
			   survival makes Salva feel resentful.

		  d. Uncle’s ability to speak multiple languages gives him control over the group’s  
			   resources, but Salva feels jealous of the attention Uncle receives.

7.	 How does the author use descriptive language in chapter 5 to convey the harshness of  
	 Salva’s environment? Provide specific examples from the text and explain how they help  
	 the reader understand the challenges Salva faces.
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8.	 In chapter 6, how does Salva’s experience of the journey reflect his internal struggle  
	 between hope and despair? Provide specific examples from the text to support your  
	 analysis.
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9.	How does the author foreshadow a possible lion attack in chapters 5 and 6?
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10.	What role does survival play in chapter 6? Discuss how characters’ actions demonstrate a  
		  theme related to survival. Support your answer with details from the text.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 In chapter 5, Salva states, “Ethiopia? That is another country! We can’t walk all the way  
		  there.” Explain his reasoning behind this statement. Why does Salva feel this way, and what  
		  does this reveal about his situation and mindset? Use evidence from the text to support  
		  your answer.
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		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________

A Long Walk to Water: Chapters 4 – 6

Use with the book:
A Long Walk to Water 

by Linda Sue Park



Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com

1.	 Using your inference skills, why doesn’t  
	 Nya argue with her mother when she’s  
	 asked to take Akeer to the pond in  
	 chapter 4? Why might this be  
	 inconvenient for Nya?

		  a. In Sudanese culture, children  
			   are expected to respect and  
			   obey their elders. It’s  
			   inconvenient because Akeer is  
			   only five and will likely slow Nya  
			   down on the long walk.

		  b. Nya is too exhausted to argue  
			   with her mother. It is  
			   inconvenient because Akeer  
			   is sick and will make the trip even  
			   harder.

		  c. Girls in Nya’s culture can’t speak unless a male tribal leader allows it. It is  
			   inconvenient because Akeer already went to the pond today and will be  
			   too tired.

		  d. Nya doesn’t speak the same language as her mother. It is inconvenient because  
			   Akeer is older and will probably try to take charge.

2.	 From chapters 4 to 5, how does the mood change based on Salva’s experiences?

		  a. The mood shifts from anxious to fearful as Salva worries about his family and  
			   then faces rebel soldiers.

		  b. The mood shifts from hopeless to hopeful as Salva feels desperate from hunger,  
			   but then the group finds honey to eat.

		  c. The mood shifts from hopeful to sad as Salva finds food but then learns his father  
			   has died.

		  d. The mood shifts from anger to hope as Salva is exiled from the group, but then he  
			   meets Buksa.
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3.	 In chapter 5, what is the primary challenge Nya faces when gathering water?

		  a. The water is heavy, and she struggles to carry it back.

		  b. The water is dirty, and Nya doesn’t like the taste.  

		  c. The water is drying up, making it take a long time to collect. 

		  d. The water is hot, making it easier for Nya to become dehydrated.

4.	 Using inference skills, how does meeting Marial make Salva’s journey a little more  
	 positive?

		  a. Marial protects Salva from lions and hyenas.

		  b. Marial gives Salva a sense of home and comfort because he is also from  
			   Loun-Ariik. 

		  c. Marial is good at finding food and gathering water. 

		  d. Having a friend to walk with makes the journey easier and more enjoyable.

5.	 Why does Salva’s emotional reaction to finding his uncle in chapter 6 show both  
	 hope and disappointment? What does this reveal about his character and situation?

		  a. Even though Uncle gives Salva a sense of safety and leadership, Salva is crushed  
			   to learn that Uncle has no news of his family, showing Salva’s deep desire for his  
			   family.

		  b. Although Uncle brings food and water, Salva feels guilty that his uncle has to  
			   take care of him, showing his sense of responsibility.

		  c. Seeing Uncle reminds Salva of home, but Uncle tells him they are turning back  
			   toward the fighting, showing Salva’s growing fear.

		  d. Uncle offers Salva encouragement, but soon after, the group is attacked by  
			   soldiers, showing Salva’s constant state of danger.
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6.	 What deeper reason explains why Uncle becomes the leader of the group?  
	 How does this impact Salva’s journey?

	 	 a. Uncle’s military background and gun make others trust him, and his calm  
			   leadership helps Salva feel protected and hopeful despite the dangers.

		  b. Uncle’s strength and size intimidate the others, forcing them to follow his orders  
			   even when they disagree, which makes Salva feel uneasy.

		  c. Uncle is the only one who knows the path ahead, but his selfish focus on his own  
			   survival makes Salva feel resentful.

		  d. Uncle’s ability to speak multiple languages gives him control over the group’s  
			   resources, but Salva feels jealous of the attention Uncle receives.

7.	 How does the author use descriptive language in chapter 5 to convey the harshness of  
	 Salva’s environment? Provide specific examples from the text and explain how they help  
	 the reader understand the challenges Salva faces.
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Answers will vary. An example is: The author uses vivid descriptions of wildlife to 

show how dangerous and harsh Salva’s environment is. For example, the text 

says, “The lions in the Atuot region were said to be the fiercest in the world.” This 

quote highlights the constant threat Salva faces while traveling.

The author also writes, “Nights became uneasy. Salva woke often to the sound 

of roars in the distance and sometimes to the death-squeal of an animal under 

a lion’s claws.” This description creates a sense of fear and danger, showing that 

Salva is in an unforgiving environment where he has little protection.
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8.	 In chapter 6, how does Salva’s experience of the journey reflect his internal struggle  
	 between hope and despair? Provide specific examples from the text to support your  
	 analysis.

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________
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9.	How does the author foreshadow a possible lion attack in chapters 5 and 6?

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________
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Answers will vary. An example is: The author foreshadows a lion attack through re-

peated references to the dangerous lions in the area. In chapter 5, the text states, 

“Nights became uneasy. Salva woke often to the sound of roars in the distance and 

sometimes to the death-squeal of an animal under a lion’s claws,” highlighting the 

constant threat of lions nearby.

In chapter 6, the text says, “The topi escaped, but along the path Salva saw the 

bones of prey that had not been so fortunate,” which emphasizes the real danger 

the lions pose. These descriptions build tension and hint that a death from a lion at-

tack is likely.

Answers will vary. An example is: In chapter 6, Salva feels hopeful when 

he sees his uncle, but that hope quickly fades when his uncle asks, “Are 

you alone? Where is your family?” This shows that his uncle does not 

know where Salva’s family is, which is disappointing for Salva and causes 

despair. Additionally, Salva finds comfort and hope in his friendship with 

Marial, who provides companionship on the difficult journey. Howev-

er, Salva also faces total and absolute despair upon the realization that 

something happened to Marial at the end of chapter 6.
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10.	What role does survival play in chapter 6? Discuss how characters’ actions demonstrate a  
		  theme related to survival. Support your answer with details from the text.

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

		  ________________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 In chapter 5, Salva states, “Ethiopia? That is another country! We can’t walk all the way  
		  there.” Explain his reasoning behind this statement. Why does Salva feel this way, and what  
		  does this reveal about his situation and mindset? Use evidence from the text to support  
		  your answer.
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Answers will vary. An example is: Salva feels upset at the idea of walking to another 

country because he fears that if he gets too far from Sudan, his family will never be 

able to find him. The text states, “I can’t go to another country, Salva thought. If I do, 

my family will never find me...” This shows that Salva is anxious and worried about 

being separated from his family. However, since he is traveling with a group, he has 

no choice but to keep moving forward for his own safety.

Answers will vary. An example is: In chapter 6, survival plays a central 

role as Salva and the group use their skills to find and prepare food. The 

importance of resourcefulness in relation to survival is demonstrated when 

Uncle shoots a topi, and the group butchers, roasts, and eats it.


