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Nonrestrictive appositives contain information that is  
nonessential to sentence meaning. They must be offset  
from the rest of the sentence, usually with commas.

Identify the nonrestrictive appositive in each sentence and  
add the missing comma(s) around it.

Punctuating Nonrestrictive Appositives

 1. We’re learning about paleontology the study of prehistoric life.

 2.  Places like Mineral Wells a fossil park in Texas let you collect fossils.

 3.  Cyanobacteria a kind of photosynthesizing bacteria are the  
  oldest fossils.

 4.  The oldest plant fossils red algae date back 1.6 billion years.

 5.  Animals with backbones vertebrates appeared 518 million years ago.

 6.  Our time period the Quaternary Period is three periods after  
  dinosaurs went extinct.

 7.  However dinosaurs lived in the previous era the Mesozoic Era.

 8.  The dinosaur-killing meteorite hit near Chicxulub a town in  
  Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula.

 9.  Some think that dragons mythological animals were inspired by fossils.

 10.  Sauropods the largest prehistoric animals were smaller than  
  blue whales.

 11.  Does the museum have a fossilized ArchaeopteryxArchaeopteryx a birdlike dinosaur?

 12.  Sue the most complete adult T. rexT. rex was found in South Dakota.

 13.  Partial fossils of trilobites many-jointed sea creatures are cheap.

 14.  I want to be like Mary Anning a famous 19th century fossil hunter.

 15.  Dylan an aspiring paleontologist wants to discover a new species.
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Punctuating Nonrestrictive Appositives

 1. We’re learning about paleontology, the study of prehistoric life.

 2.  Places like Mineral Wells, a fossil park in Texas, let you collect fossils.

 3.  Cyanobacteria, a kind of photosynthesizing bacteria, are the  
  oldest fossils.

 4.  The oldest plant fossils, red algae, date back 1.6 billion years.

 5.  Animals with backbones, vertebrates, appeared 518 million years ago.

 6.  Our time period, the Quaternary Period, is three periods after  
  dinosaurs went extinct.

 7.  However, dinosaurs lived in the previous era, the Mesozoic Era.

 8.  The dinosaur-killing meteorite hit near Chicxulub, a town in  
  Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula.

 9.  Some think that dragons, mythological animals, were inspired by fossils.

 10.  Sauropods, the largest prehistoric animals, were smaller than  
  blue whales.

 11.  Does the museum have a fossilized ArchaeopteryxArchaeopteryx, a birdlike dinosaur?

 12.  Sue, the most complete adult T. rexT. rex, was found in South Dakota.

 13.  Partial fossils of trilobites, many-jointed sea creatures, are cheap.

 14.  I want to be like Mary Anning, a famous 19th century fossil hunter.

 15.  Dylan, an aspiring paleontologist, wants to discover a new species.
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Nonrestrictive appositives contain information that is  
nonessential to sentence meaning. They must be offset  
from the rest of the sentence, usually with commas.

Identify the nonrestrictive appositive in each sentence and  
add the missing comma(s) around it.
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