
Objective:
Students learn to differentiate  
between the four main groups  
of instruments: woodwind, brass,  
string, and percussion.

Materials:
instrument picture cards  
(pages 2-4)

Set up:
Print the cards on thick paper or  
card stock. Cut the cards on the dotted lines.

How to Play:

Students sort instrument pictures into four groups: woodwind, brass, 
string, and percussion. 

Woodwind: clarinet, flute, saxophone, oboe, recorder

Brass: trumpet, tuba, trombone, French horn, bugle

Stringed: guitar, violin, viola, harp, cello, banjo

Percussion: snare drum, bass drum, tambourine, xylophone,  
maracas, bells
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Instrument Groups



Woodwind

String

clarinet

trumpet

snare drum

tuba

Brass Percussion

guitar
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saxophone

bass drum

trombone

flute

oboeviola

violin

tambourine

harp



maracas

buglebells

banjo

French horn

recorder

cello
xylophone
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ANSWER KEY

Woodwind: 	 ______________________________________________________________________________

Brass: 	 ______________________________________________________________________________

String: 	 ______________________________________________________________________________

Percussion: 	 ______________________________________________________________________________

Instrument Groups
clarinet, flute, saxophone, oboe, recorder

guitar, violin, viola, harp, cello, banjo

trumpet, tuba, trombone, French horn, bugle

snare drum, bass drum, tambourine, xylophone, maracas, bells


