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THE PIGGY BANI:

CLEVER DESIGN OR MISUNDERSTANDING?

by Kelly Hashway

Piggy banks have been around for a long time, but did you
ever wonder why people thought to make their banks in the shape

of a pig?

Pigs have nothing to do with money. They don't store food like
a camel or a squirrel. So how did we end up using a pig as the style

of a bank? Believe it or not, it happened by mistake.

During the fiffeenth century, metal was very expensive. Dishes

and pots were made of a type of inexpensive orange clay called pygg. which was pronounced just like

pig. At this fime, there weren’t banks like we have today, so people would store their money at home.
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customers were asking tor banks IN the shape ot pigs, Not banks made frrom pygg.

Today piggy banks are made from all kinds of materials, and they also come in a variety of

ks.
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shapes and animals. But the term piggy bank is still used to refer to these adorable containers for loose

change.
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What is pygg?

a. atype of metal that was used to make banks
b. atype of clay that was used to make dishes and pots
c. aplace to store money
d. a pink farm animal with a snout
2. Before piggy banks were invented, where did people usually store their money at home?
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4, Who is most responsible for making banks in the shape of pigs?

pottery makers who worked with orange clay

pottery makers who didn't know what pygg was

customers who wanted banks with cute animal shapes
bankers who wanted something to keep people's money in
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o

What type of passage is thise

a. non-fiction b. fiction
c. science fiction d. fable
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THE PIGGY BANIA:
CLEVER DESIGN OR MISUNDERSTANDING’

Vocabulary Activity

Fill in the missing letters to create a word from the article.
Then, write the full word on the line. Be sure you spell each word correctly.

1. a 1.

clue: a type of soil that can be molded into
different shapes when it is wet

2. ou e d 2.

clue: saidin a certain way;
spoken correctly
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5. 5.

clue: when people ask for things
6 _ _ _r__b__ 6

clue: delightful; charming
7. et 7.

clue: assortment; different types
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1. Whatispygg? b ‘
a A tvne nf metal that wak 11ked tn make hanke .
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