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Name: _________________________________

Jared put on his coat and backpack and  
walked out of school to catch his bus home.  
His backpack weighed him down with all the  
materials he needed to finish his science fair project this weekend.

“Hey, Jared!” Carlos yelled, running up to him. “My dad’s running 
the park clean-up this weekend. Can you help out?”

“Um...” Jared knew he didn’t have time to help, but he didn’t want 
to disappoint Carlos. “I guess I can.”

“Great. Thanks!” Carlos said, waving goodbye.
Jared stepped onto the bus and took his seat. He was going to 

have to stay up late tonight to work on his project so he could help 
Carlos in the morning.

“Jared,” Chianne said, sitting down next to him. “I’ve been looking 
for you. I have to walk Mrs. Vanderhoof’s dogs this weekend. Do you 
think you could help me?”

“Um...” Jared knew Mrs. Vanderhoof’s dogs had to be walked 
three times a day. How would he manage to fit that in on top of 
everything else? “I guess I can.”

“Great!” Chianne waved goodbye as the bus pulled up to their 
stop.

Jared’s backpack felt even heavier as he walked into the house 
and flopped down on the couch.
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“Rough day?” his mother asked.
“More like rough weekend. I have to finish my science fair project, 

help Carlos with the park clean-up, and help Chianne walk Mrs. 
Vanderhoof’s dogs.” 

“Sounds like you agreed to too many things this weekend,” his 
mother said.

“I know, but Carlos and Chianne are my friends. I couldn’t say ‘no’ 
to them. I didn’t want to let them down.” Jared stared at his mom. 
“What should I do?”

“I’m glad you want to help your friends, but you need to have time 
for your own things, too.”

Jared knew she was right. “Maybe I can tell Carlos I can only help 
for two hours in the morning. And I can probably help Chianne walk 
Mrs. Vanderhoof’s dogs early in the morning, but not at lunchtime or 
in the evening.” Jared’s stomach flopped. “Mom, do you think they’ll 
get mad?”

“They’re your friends. Tell them you need time to finish your science 
fair project. They’ll understand.”

Jared nodded and got the phone. He told Carlos and Chianne the 
truth. As soon as he hung up, he turned to his mom.  
“They’re fine with it, and they  
both offered to help with  
my project, too.”

“I knew it would work  
out,” Mom said.

Jared smiled. “Yeah,  
because friends help each  
other out.”
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Name: _________________________________

1.	 What did Jared want to do to help Carlos?

	 ______________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What did Jared want to do to help Chianne?

	 __________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________

3.	 How did Jared feel when he arrived home from school?
		  a. excited	 b. hurt
		  c. angry	 d. overwhelmed

4.	 Why was Jared nervous about calling his friends?
		  a. He was afraid they would be upset with him for not helping enough.
		  b. He was afraid they would ask him to do even more.
		  c. He was worried that they would not help him with his science project.
		  d. He was worried that his friends would not answer the phone.

5.	 Are Carlos and Chianne being good friends to Jared? Tell why or why not.

	 __________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________

Friends Helping 
Friends
 By Kelly Hashway



1.	 ______  disappoint

2.	 ______  probably

3.	 ______  finish

4.	 ______  offered

5.	 ______  couch

6.	 ______  evening

7.	 ______  agreed

8.	 ______  stared

a.	 complete

b.	 sofa

c.	 let down

d.	 looked at with eyes wide open

e.	 promised

f.	 likely

g.	 time of day before bedtime

h.	 showed a willingness to help someone
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Name: _________________________________

Match each vocabulary word on the left with 
the definition on the right.

Now try this: Find each of the words above in the story and highlight them.
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In the story, “Friends Helping Friends,” Jared  
promises to help his friends during the weekend,  
but he doesn’t have the time.

Write about a time when you have been very busy. Tell what things you have to 
do during this busy time.
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ANSWER KEY
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Yes, they are being good friends because they offered 

to help Jared with his science fair project. They were also 

understanding when he changed the plans to help them.

He wanted to help Chianne walk Mrs. Vanderhoof’s dogs  

three times a day.

He wanted to volunteer to help at  

the park clean-up, which was organized by Carlos’ dad.

1.	 What did Jared want to do to help Carlos?

	 ______________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What did Jared want to do to help Chianne?

	 __________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________

3.	 How did Jared feel when he arrived home from school?
		  a. excited	 b. hurt
		  c. angry	 d. overwhelmed

4.	 Why was Jared nervous about calling his friends?
		  a. He was afraid they would be upset with him for not helping enough.
		  b. He was afraid they would ask him to do even more.
		  c. He was worried that they would not help him with his science project.
		  d. He was worried that his friends would not answer the phone.

5.	 Are Carlos and Chianne being good friends to Jared? Tell why or why not.

	 __________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________
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1.	 ______  disappoint

2.	 ______  probably

3.	 ______  finish

4.	 ______  offered

5.	 ______  couch

6.	 ______  evening

7.	 ______  agreed

8.	 ______  stared

a.	 complete

b.	 sofa

c.	 let down

d.	 looked at with eyes wide open

e.	 promised

f.	 likely

g.	 time of day before bedtime

h.	 showed a willingness to help someone

Match each vocabulary word on the left with 
the definition on the right.

Now try this: Find each of the words above in the story and highlight them.
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