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W hat did Romans wear 2,500 years ago? It’s not like 
clothes today.

Most people wore at least two pieces of clothing. Tunics 
were always on the bottom. Tunics look a bit like long, loose 
shirts. 

Men often wore a toga on top. Togas are draped over 
the shoulders. People who moved a lot wore short togas. 
Important people could have certain colors on their togas.

Women wore a stola on top. Stolas have no sleeves. 
They’re also long. They even cover the feet! Married women 
sometimes wore a third piece of clothing on top. It was called a palla.

When in Rome!

1. Name four types of Roman clothes.

 __________________________________________________________________________________

2. Which statement is true?

 a. Romans often wear togas today.
 b. All togas are long.
 c. All stolas are long.

3. What are two things clothing might tell you about an ancient Roman? 

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________

4. Write the number of the order they are worn in from bottom (1) to top (3).

 ______ stola ______ palla ______ tunic

5. Why might people who move a lot wear shorter togas?

 __________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________
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ANSWER KEY

Answers may vary. An example is: Long clothes make it hard to move, 

so they would want to wear something shorter.

tunics, togas, stolas, and pallas 

2 3 1

Accept any two: if they were a man or woman, if they were important, 

if they were married


